'God’s going to provide': Longtime Monroe ministry seeks new donated space
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MONROE — A 16-year-old Monroe ministry seeks a new donated space. In the Spirit of Giving has operated for the last 12 years on the campus of the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary Motherhouse. The ministry is in the powerhouse building in the northwest corner of the campus on West Elm Avenue.

In the Spirit of Giving provides free furniture and household items to Monroe County residents who local agencies verify are in need.

Recently, Sister Nancy Smith closed her art studio in the powerhouse. Lorie Bronson, the founder and coordinator of In the Spirit of Giving, had hoped the growing ministry could expand into the former studio. Instead, she learned the ministry would need to vacate the powerhouse this spring. Bronson and the other ministry volunteers are hoping someone in Monroe will donate a new space.

“Back on June 30, IHM Senior Living assumed ownership of the powerhouse property from the IHM Sisters. Since then, we’ve been conducting routine inspections of the 20,000 square foot building,” said Keegan Sawyer, executive director of the IHM Senior Living Community. The IHMSLC is owned by Saint Therese, a senior living organization in the Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota, area.

“Earlier this year, the IHM Sisters let the In the Spirit of Giving know that they would need them to relocate so that improvements/work could be started in 2025. Until then, we will be thoroughly assessing the property and determining how it best can serve our residents. It could mean that the In the Spirit of Giving’s move is only temporary, but we can’t say right now until the powerhouse is finished being evaluated, and it’s determined how it can best serve our residents. We don’t have a timeframe on that right now,” Sawyer said. “We are big fans of In the Spirit of Giving. We’re very grateful for the service they provide and want to help them in any way we can.”

Bronson said the powerhouse, as the name implies, once supplied electricity to the Motherhouse. Today, the building houses a garage and some apartments.

“Other than the In the Spirit of Giving area, the building has mainly been used for storage of equipment and maintenance supplies and a workshop since 2002,” Sawyer said.

Right now, In the Spirit of Giving is operating as usual and is still accepting donated items.  
“We believe that someone out in the community has some space that is vacant and would be open to let us be there without rent or utilities. We have no money for rent or utilities,” Bronson said. “We truly believe God is working through this ministry to help those most in need. God’s going to provide.”
The ministry’s current space at the powerhouse is less than 4,000 square feet, Bronson estimates. That space is typically packed with donations, and some items, like towels, have to be stored in the bathroom. Bronson is hoping a 10,000 square foot location would allow items to be spread out.

“We could just spread out and not have items all over the place. It would make it easier when clients come in,” Bronson said. Bronson said a building in the City of Monroe would be ideal, as many clients arrive by Lake Erie Transit buses.
A bathroom also is needed. The ideal space also would have a wide door that could accommodate furniture and be on the main floor, since heavy items need to be moved and many clients are elderly and/or have physical limitations. “People have suggested St. John School, but there are stairs and nothing on the first floor,” Bronson said. “We’d be happy to have lights. We had no heat and water (at a former location), and we were fine; we made it work. We don’t need air conditioning.” Insurance is covered, since the ministry is offered through Monroe's St. Mary Catholic Church.

“It is my understanding that Michigan Catholic Conference could continue to provide insurance coverage, so insurance coverage would not be needed from a new landlord,” Bronson said. “There are no other costs," Bronson added. "Nobody gets paid. If someone with a truck does a pickup, the gas needed for the pickup is their donation; they don’t ask for reimbursement. We are all volunteers, even me. We’re a grassroots organization. We started that way because we didn’t want to get into money and paperwork and the challenges that go into that.”

When people do donate cash to the ministry, the money is used entirely to purchase one of this area’s greatest needs: adult beds. Other local ministries provide beds, but only for children. “We don’t do fundraising and appeals. We sometimes get memorials when someone dies. We use the money to buy adult beds,” Bronson said. 

She and the other volunteers are committed to continuing In the Spirit of Giving. “We know there are people in need and that this community of Monroe can pull together,” Bronson said. “They share things they no longer need to help those who are in need. It’s Christ-based. That’s what Christ would do, so that’s what we do. We consider it to be a privilege to be walking alongside someone in need. We all do it with great joy.”

For more information, contact Bronson at lorieb@stmarymonroe.org or 734-241-6088.


[image: Rebecca McGlynn, an In the Spirit of Giving client who agreed to be photographed, chose sheets for her family of seven last November. The 16-year-old ministry seeks a new location.][image: The powerhouse building on the campus of Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary campus is shown.][image: In the Spirit of Giving founder and coordinator Lorie Bronson (left) and volunteer Gwen Marlow look through donated kitchen items. Bronson and the other volunteers seek a new space so they can continue the ministry.][image: ]
[image: Rebecca McGlynn, an In the Spirit of Giving client who agreed to be photographed, helps volunteers load a large couch into her truck.][image: In the Spirit of Giving volunteer Matt Miller of Monroe works on lamps.]
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